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Throughout the Games, Team Ireland's management team rose to the occasion and 
oversaw a strategic plan to ensure our athletes and volunteers alike were confident 
and prepared for the exciting journey ahead. 
There were many highlights throughout the Games; Gymnast Eimear Gannon was 
given the honour of reciting the Athlete's Oath to officially open competition. She also 
got a huge shock when American singer and Special Olympics Global ambassador, 
Nicole Scherzinger joined in a flash mob dance at the Gymnastics closing ceremony. 
March 17th or St. Patrick's Day was also another very special highlight as school 
children from across Abu Dhabi and Dubai came out to cheer our athletes on as they 
competed. Check out the highlights here. 
On the last day of competition, the spotlight was on the football team as they had 
battled through a week of tough matches to finally secure their hard-earned bronze 
medal. In the afternoon attention turned towards our golfers who all secured medals 
and amongst them was Mairead Moroney, of Ennis Special Olympics Golf Club, who at 
69 years young, took to the podium to claim her silver medal. Get a feel for the electric 
atmosphere of this final day of competition here. 
As the Games ended and the Team arrived back into Dublin Airport on March 22nd, 
carrying a sensational medal haul of 86. Upon arrival there was no time for tiredness 
as they were greeted by rapturous applause from family, friends and fans, who turned 
out in huge numbers from right across the island of Ireland to welcome them home. 

https://youtu.be/ZwGuCewHR_o
https://youtu.be/KaI53k8XeLc























