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Special Olympics Ireland 

Team Grading Process 

Grading of Special Olympics athletes was introduced to the Special Olympics Ireland programme in 2008 when it 

was agreed that teams of similar ability would advance to higher levels of competition.  The purpose of grading is 

to categorise players by their ability based on a set criteria as outlined in the grading tool. Using the grade assigned 

to the athlete, those of similar ability are combined together to form teams for Ireland, European and World 

Games.  

This document outlines the grading process. 

 

Please note:  If an athlete does not get sufficient court/game time to be re-graded, the previous grade assigned to 

an athlete takes precedence.  

Grading 
Training

•All club coaches to attend grading training which is provided by the region

Club Grading

•Coaches grade their athletes in the club environment

•Grades are submitted to the Regional Office and updated on the Games Management System

Grade 
Verification

•Athlete is graded by independent grader/s at a regional grading day or regional league (games) 
matches. 

•Grades are submitted on the grading sheets to the regional office and updated on the Games 
Management System.

Regional 
Event

•Athlete's grades are verified by independent grader/s at the regional event.

•Grading sheets from grade verification day are available for graders.

•Grades are signed off by the Club Coach. Grades may be changed from a new grade only in 
extenuating circumstances (e.g mental or physical illness, injury) otherwise the independant graders 
score is final.

Ireland  
Games

•Athletes are graded by an independent grading team

•Grading sheets from previous grading day are available for the graders

• Grades are signed off by the Regional Head Coach. Grades may be changed from the new grade in 
extentuating circumstances only (e.g mental or physical illness, injury) otherwise the independant 
graders score  is final.


